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TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 


DEAR TRIEN ps, 


W hour we were to ſignify the reafons that induce. 


us to give the following explanation, we ſhould ſtand 
expoſed to cenſures of a very unpleaſant nature. Some 
might conſider it as mere oſtentation to repreſent our 


income in a light which will clearly demonſtrate our 
dijintereſtedneſs; while others would mention it as a 


meanneſs, totally unworthy our character, ruus to ex- 
poſe our pecuniary concerns. It will be ſufficient to 


ſay, that a diſagreeable neceſſity urges us to it: for 


though to ſ peak on this ſubject be irkſome yet, to re- 
main filent, while ſuch miſtaken repreſentations are 
circulated abroad, is painful in the extreme, 

Mr. Kilham, in a recent publication, entitled“ *A 


« Candid Examination of the Methodiſtical Bull,” has * 


given the following ſtatement of the allowance for a 
preacher and his family: which, for want of a proper. 


explanation, has occaſioned. much ſuſpicion and jea- 
louſy, of a mercenary kind, in the minds of many of 


our well-meaning friends; as well as having been made 


the ground. of the moſt cruel of reflections, and the 


moſt uncharitable of repreſentations. We feel too 


acutely for our characters, and the proſperity of that 


cauſe to which we devote our labours, not to ſep for- 
ward and ſpeak i in behalf of the purity of our deſigns. 


A neceſſity is laid upon us to ſay ſomething in our 
own defence, It has long been our glory, that we 


preach not for filthy luere 8 A but the love of ſouls, 
A 2 | | Mr. 
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| Mr. K's. pamphlet would rob us of this glory, and fink 


us to the baſe character of hirelings. However, we are 
not unwilling to believe that he did not intend to con- 
vey ſuch ideas to the public: Fat he has certainly done 
it; and we fear that the bad impreffions made on the 


minds of many, will, more or leſs, prove injurious, 


After all, we feel a perſuaſion that we have it in our 


power ſo to ſtate matters of fact, as fully to convince all 


reaſonable men, that our motives are ſtill worthy the 
character of upright aud difintereſted miniſters, _ 
We ſhall, therefore, give Mr. K's. ſtatement at large, 
my afterward proceed to an explanation, ſo as to enable 
by a manifeſtation of the truth, to commend curſelves to 


ev 9 man's cen cience in n the / Alt of Gad. 


THE STATEMENT, 
Pages 18 and 19 of the Bull. 
© Orr people have been exceedingly reproached by 


. many 1 eſj:ectable Diſſenters and others, under the 


« jdea that they do not ſufficiently provide for their 
oy miniſters. To ſhew the unjuſtneſs of this charge, 
« ] ſhall ſtate the allowance for preachers and their 


„families, as it is granted them every where, without 


« teſpect to age, abilities, or uſefulneſs. And, I am 


4 bold to declare, there is nct a connection under 


„Heaven of ſuch extent as ours; that ſupply their 
*« miniſters by /ree denations as our people do us. 
„vill make the accourt for a preacher, with a. 
6 wile and four children; intreating the Reader to 
„ obſerve, that our allowance is in proportion to the 
6 number « of our family throughout all our circuits. 

| « x Preacher's 
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* x Preacher's board at 10s. per week . 26 o 0 


4 2 Quarterage, travelling expences, and 


Wing < +». 5; 15, 10; 0 
Sq Lei: «+ „ , :4..0 1 
« 4 Wife's yearly allowance . . 12 0 O 
© 5 Three children at home . . . 12 0 oO 
«6 A boy at Kingſwood ſchool . . . 20 0 o_ 
%% Servants wages 5 BY 9 9 | 
8 Houſe rent, coal, and candles . . 12 0 o 
g Wear and tear of furniture 3 0 
« io Houſe linen wa hing „ 1 | 


— In all 107 10 0 


Upon extra-expences * further chlerves, G6 Every 


„ perſon that reads this account, who is acquainted. 
„ with our affairs, muſt ſee that I have charged the 
« boy. at Kingſwood: a third leſs than he coſts now. - 


« The houſe rent, coal and candle bill, is often near 


« twice as much as I have mentioned; more or leſs 


they ſtand as the 8th, gth, and 10th articles, and can 


imply no gain to the family: as we ſhall hereafter 
explain. I have made no charge for doctors' bills, 


« women lying in, afflictions in the family, the ex- 


« pence of horſe keeping,“ he might have added, and 
horſe ſhoeing, * attending the conference, and re- 
% moval of families. Theſe are very confiderable. But 
« 2s many of them are connected with the itinerant. 
plan, they cannot be avoided, and therefore have not 


« any thing to do with the preachers and families allow- 
* ance, abſtracted from that plan,” e 
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We will allow that Mr. Kilham has publiſhed t the 
above ſtatement to the world for the reaſon he aſſigns; 


and will not deny, that, taking all things together, and | 
conſidering our expences at large, his calculation is juſt 


in the whole, We never wiſh to conceal, that, on account 
of our peculiar fituation, and the nature of our itine- 
rant capacity, we muſt be neceſſarily and unavbidabiy a 
conſiderable expence to our ſocieties collectively: yet 


notwithſtanding we could make it appear, that we are 
the leaſt expence to our ſocieties, individually, of any 


miniſters whatever who are dependant on their people 


at large, Let us ſuppoſe there are twenty-ſix ſccieties 


in every circuit, that employ the labours of three 
preachers, (obſerve, not all married, and families of 
four children); theſe ſocieties all contribute to the ſup- 
port of their preachers, ſo that no individual can think 


it an oppreſſion. The caſe would be very different, if 


an individual congregation, or ſociety, had to ſupport 
a miniſter at the rate of 107]. 10s. a year. We now 
proceed to explain our real ſituation, and to give you 


2 proper idea of the expences of our itinerant plan: 
in this we ſhall make it evident, that what we coſt our 


people, at large, is one thing; and what is coming in to 
us as an emolument, to provide food and raimentf 


our families is quite another. 
Gag ns 1, Is a ſtatement of the preacher's board at 


os. per week, which Mr. K. gives as if the preacher 
were continually reſident with his family, and had that 
ſum allowed to provide for himſelf; but the caſe is 
very different. The plan of his circuit will admit him 
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to board at home only every third week . Let it be 


ſuppoſed, that, notwithſtanding the dearneſs of provi- 


ſions, he is able to ſupply himſelf for 78. and the over- 


plus ſhall go to his family. Three ſhillings every third 


week, will amount to 21. 128. in the whole year. 


The difference occaſioned by the itinerant plan will 
ſtrike every one who attends to this explanation. While. 
the preacher is travelling in his circuit, he is provided 
for at the ſeveral places where he has to preach, and 
whatever that proviſion may colt the reſpective ſocieties, _ 
(though in many places it is no colt to them, as he is 
entertained by generous individuals,) there ariſes no 
gain to his family: nay; he never ſo much as beholds 
the money which is paid to defray the expence. Now 


were he to be conſtantly at home, and had the allow- 
ance as above, there would be an overplus of gs. every 


week; ſo that he would gain gs. to his family, while me 
now only gains 32. 


Article 2, Is the ſum total of quarierage, travelling 
expences, and waſhing collectively, When divided, 


* This is according to Nottingham circuit. We will 
here obſerve, that in different circuits the allowance is 
different, as much as from 5s. to 10s. 6d. The Jaſt 


mentioned is the ſtated allowance per week at Notting- 
ham. But you muſt be informed, that, according to 

the rotation of the circuit, the preacher dines at home 
| ſix times in fix weeks; beſides being at home three days 
and three nights, in the courſe of twelve weeks, kor 


which he receives no al lewance. In moſt other circuits 


it is ſimilar. „ TOP eee 
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there will be, 1ſt, the ſum of 12l. to provide him every 


neceſſary in clothing, books, charities, &c. Setting 
the two laſt-mentioned things aſide, you are to conſider 
that it is becoming a miniſter to be decent in his ap- 
pare], His conſtant travelling, and his being expoſed 
to all weathers, tend much to facilitate the wear of his 
clothes; all theſe things conſidered, there are but very 
few, indeed, who will think the allowance to be any 
way extravagant. But you ſhall ſuppoſe he manages 
with gl. and reſerves gl. towards his family expenditure. 
2d, There are 21. for travelling expences, which is all 


(and often more) expended, ſo that nothing is left here. 


3d, There remains 11, 108. for waſhing; which, being 
done by the ſervant, comes into the family account. 

Article 3, Is the charge of il. for letters, You muſt 
obſerve, that all the letters are paid for as they are re- 
ceived; be they more or leſs: ſo that not even a 
ſingle halfpenny remains of this. We ſhall now take 
the liberty to thank Mr. K. for the great number of his 


circular letters, which have colt our ſocieties very con- 
ſiderable. 


Articles 4 and 5, Contain the ſums expreſoly allowed 


for the clothing and maintenance of the preacher's 


wife and three children at home. 

Article 6, Is the ſum of 291. paid out of the Kingſ- 
wood collection, (a collection we make annually in all 
our congregations,) to the managers of that ſchool, for 
a boy's education, board, clothing, and waſhing, If 
Mr. K. think the expence enormous, (as he ſeems. 
further to ſuggeſt,) his complaint lies againſt the ma- 
nagers, an4 us all the ſupporters of that inſtitution muſt 
naturally with kor every proper regulation, we ſee no 

| objection 
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obſeclion to niu becoming the inſtrument of its reform. 
While we leave him to this work, we would obſerve, 
that all the advantage obtained here is the boys educa- 
tion, board, &c. from eight years old till he attain a 


proper age to be put out apprentice, But if any pre- 
mium be required to engage him in a decent occupa- 


tion, we would aſk, from whence muſt it come? Or, 
ik after he has ſerved his time he ſhould want ſome aſ- 


ſiſtance to ſet him up in buſineſs, from what quarter 


muſt it ariſe? Theſe are queſtions which will 7 a 
ſtranger to parental ſolicitude the leaſt of any. | 


Article 7, Is the ſum allowed for ſervants wages; and. 
Articles 8, 9, and 10, The expences of houſe rent, 
coals, candles, and other neceſſaries. The ſtatement of 


theſe can imply no more, than, that every circuit 

provides a houſe furniſhed for the accommodation of a 
preacher and his family; as likewiſe coals, candles, &c. 
more or leſs—better or worſe: he finds it as they pleaſe 
to provide, and leaves it the ſame. So that whatever 
is expended on this account, does not ſo much as paſs 
through a preacher's hands. Having juſt run over the 


ſeveral articles, we now collect together the ſums left 


for the expenditure of the family. 


From article i| there remains 313 0 


2d A. £20 0 
ph & gth ditto . 20-028 


| | | 8 2 8 
FROM WHICH, DEDUCT 1 £ 
Children's ſchooling, 18. per week, . . . 2 12 0 
Soap and ſtarch for 6 perſons, 10d. ” week, 2 $0: 
Subſcri ; tion to the preacher” 8 fund „„ 
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And there will remain the ezopicat ſum of 2 fl. 58. 8d. 


which, when divided, will not amount to 17d. a day, 
to provide food for five perſons, (the maid incluſive,) 
and all the wearing apparel neceſſary for the wife and 
her three children. We almoſt wiſn Mr. K. was here, 


we would prevail upon him, if poſſible, to give us a lec- 
ture on economy; to teach us how to divide and apply 
this ſmall pittance, ſo as to make it merely * ſufficient.” 
However, to diſpoſe. it as well as we can, we will ven- 
ture to rate each perſon at gd. a day for victuals, and 
then the remainder 21, 9s. 3d. ſtands for raiment. 
| Upon what Mr. K. has ſaid on extra expences, we 
_ obſerve, 1ſt, That, as theſe expences are only paid on a 
_ neceſſity, it inight be mentioned as one proof amongſt 
many others of diſintereſtedneſs; and that we aim 
not at wordly gain, If there be no neceſſity, we have 
no demand: if there be, our requirement is juſt as 
much; not a penny more. It might be very different 
| if a good, handſome, round ſum were to be allowed for 


the current extras of the year, whether there was any 
real neceſlity for it or not ; and 2dly, If you accept the 
labours of a preacher, if he muſt devote all his time to 


the work of the miniſtry, we aſk, ought not his neceſ- 


ſary demands to be provided for? Is it not just that all 


his reaſonable expences ſhould be paid? Or, would you 
engage his ſervices, and yet place him at the ſame time 
in a ſituation in which he is unable to provide for his 
bouſhold, and finds it morally impoſſible to live honeſtly 


in the ſight of all men? We ſubmit theſe queſtions to 

Honeſt Men and Chriſtians. _ 
We cannot mention it as an inſtance of Mr. K's 
zeneroſity that while he can n ſay reſpecting extra ex- 
| pences, 


ta 1 


pences, © as many of them are connected with the itine - 


« rant plan, they cannot be avoided, and therefore ha ve 


« not any thing to do with the preachers and families 


© allowance abſtracted from that plan: he ſhould 


nevertheleſs include travelling expences in his ſtate- 
ment, as if tuey were not unavoidably * connected with 


« the itinerant plan.” Not to mention the erroneous 
idea he has given of the preacher's board in the 1ſt ar- 


ticle, which, on the ſame ground, according to the ex- 
planation we have given, is a loſs to the family of more 
than gl. in the year. His inaccuracy in this, and many 
other inſtances, is too notorious to paſs long without 
proper animadverſion. 


We have long been reproached, by the world” as a 


ſet of mercenary men, actuated by principles the moſt 


| baſe and unworthy; going about, and impoſing upon the 
ſimple and unwary: all which unjuſt refleRtions we have 
borne with patience, becauſe they are of the world, and 
ſpeak as the world, and the world heareth them. But 
for a brother to hold it out to the public, that we ſeve- 
rally coſt our ſocieties 1071. 10s, a year, without an ex- 
| 2 and ſhewing that out of all this only 25]. 58. 8d. 
is left for the maintenance and clothing of the family, 
is a cruelty that will ſcarcely admit of any apology. 


We have no prejudice againſt Mr, K. nor are we un- 


favourable to a reform in our connection, in what is 
_ Judged neceſſary for its credit and proſperity ; but we 
cannot help feeling that his miſrepreſented ſtatement of 
a a preacher's allowance convey ideas to the public, and 
even to many of our friends, exceedingly inimical to 
our pence and our * of doing good. Let any one 


judge, | 
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judge, even * reſpectable Diſſenters and others,“ from 


the real ſtatement we have given, (for the truth of which 


we appeal to our circuit, and town ſtewards who pay us 
our ſtipends,) whether the preachers are ſo © ſafficiently 


provided for,” as Mr. K. would make the world be- 


lieve. However, if there ſhould be an individual, or 
two, who think it a surricixcv, we feel no apprehen- 
ſion of any one calling it a svezryLUITY. But, perhaps, 
it will be aſked by ſome who do not wiſh us to ſtarve, 
| how do you live? In anſwer to this, we have to ſay that 
thoſe preachers, who have any property of their own, 
generally ſpend the intereſt of their fortune to ſupport 
their families: nay, ſome are obliged to fink a part of 
their capital, which ſhould, in all reaſon, (it, Mr. K. 
will allow it) be preſerved for their children. Thoſe 
who have nothing independent muſt apply to their re- 
lations, and if there be no ſupply from that quarter, 


they are poor enough ; Heaven can witneſs! In a late 


conference many were moved even to tears, to hear 
that a poor brother, in his ſevere neceſſity, was obliged 
to pawn ſome of his clothes, &c. We could enlarge here 


very conſiderably, but the diſagreeableneſs of the ſubject 
forces us to decline. We ingenuouſly declare, that if 


in this life only we had hope, if our views were ſimply 
directed to wordly emoluments, we ſhould ſoon renounce 
itinerancy as unfavourable to our purpoſe. But we are 
happy, inaſmuch as our views open to us, in the Goſpel; 
and while we continue to labour as the Meſſengers of 
Peace, we are entitled to ſay, that our work is the Lon p's, 


and our REWARD Is with him. Our utmoſt wiſh reſpect- 


EM the good of this life, is to get through the world ho- 


neſily ; 
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1 
neſtly; comfortably we ſhall, while we are humbly fol- 
towing after our Divine pattern, while the ſound of our 
Maſter's feet is behind us, and his PRE pleaſure 
proſpers with us. 

O Brethren and Friends! where is the ground for 
your violent ſuſpicion of the preachers vaſt emolu- 
ments? Were you who have fortunes equal to many of 
the preachers, to give as much to the general cauſe as 
ſome of them ſpend in your ſervice, there would be no 
neceſſity either for yearly or Kingſwood's collections, 
or ſubſcriptions, to the preacher's fund. 

Of all the miniſters in the world, we thought we had 
the moſt reaſon to be happy, in the purity of our inten- 
tions, in preaching to you; and we never ſhould have 
ſtepped forward to exhibit our pinching circumſtances, 


it we had not been cored by the © BLI.“ But as you 
have conſtrain=d us, notwithſtanding all the mad Bulls 


in Baſhan, we will 6t.orxy; and (in the ſpirit of an 


| Apoſtle) will venture to ſay, that our pisINTERESTED-. 


NESS will appear evident to all, but the wilſully blind, 
or the perverſely prejudiced: that our INTEGRtTY will 
hid defiance to every ſuſpicion on the ground of wardly 
emolument; and that our $1NCERITY will demand your 
credit when we thus publicly declare, that, in all our 
travelling up and down, in all our works and Jabuurs as 
miniſters of the WORD OF GRACE, our view is purely 
this, TO GAIN YOU—NOT YOURS. 

We challenge any one to come forward, and diſprove 


the ſtatement of fats we have giver. And let even 


Prejudice bluſh, to think that the preachers are ſpending 
their ſtrength, and many of them their property, in 
your lervice, while not a few of you are amafling toge- 


3 4 125 7 I 
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ther ſnug aud comfortable fortunes for your wives 2nd 
children, | 


The Loxp be judge between you and us. Amen. 


* 


Publiſhed by order of the Diſftria, 
THOMAS HANDY, Chairman. 


Norrixéhau, May 26, 1796. 


Fos TSC IPT. 


Sick the above was ſent to the Preſs, we have had 


the opportunity of peruſing an anonymous pamphlet, 


entitled Free Enquiry, &c, of which we conſider Mr. 


EKilham to be a co-author. As this publication conta ins 


a paragraph or two, relative to the ſubject we have treat- 
ed, we will beſtow a few remarks upon them. : 
Our friends and the public are carefully apprized of 
three things. 1. The eaſy and affiuent circumſtances in 
which the preachers are placed; being * better provided 
for than Diſſenting miniſters in general, and than 
« moſt of the curates in the Eſtabliſhment in particu- 


„lar.“ 2. The great danger there is of ſuch elevated 


_ circumſtances hurting them, by expoſing them to the 
« ſnares of ſloth and worldly mindedneſs.” It muſt be 
eſpecially noticed, that, © as many of our preachers have 
e ſpent the early part of their lives in ſtations not higher 
than labouring mechanics, they are placed in com- 
6 parative eaſe and affluence when they commence 
„ jtinerants, So far from itinerancy being a ſacrifice 


«6 to them, it is a maniteſt promotion.“ And“ many 
| things 


n 


* as * x 
* > « 6 os OT, Shah IT * 
* 75 on > * x 


x 8 e eee ee xg 


Nr.. 


7 » n : 9k man 
* e EEE DT 


STI Vo. - 
2 


TTT 


I 164 


© tliings occur daily, which tend to ſink them into ſe- 


«© curity and Laodicean eaſe,” So that, “ unleſs their 
hearts are filled with faith and jove,“ their promotion 
and affluence © muſt be a curſe to themſelves, and they 
* a curle to the people.” g. The caution neceſſary to 
be uſed, in appointing or receiving candidates for the 
miniſtry, For © poverty expoſes men to temptations, 
and may lead them to take improper ſteps to obtain 
I ane gen tnings of this lite,” And Heng tempta- 
tions (are) held out for the loweſt of the pecple to become 


* preachers amongſt us.“ So that there is evidently 


areat danger © of their undertaking this ofhce from no 


better a mi tive, than for the lake of _ lucre,” See 

pages 10, 11, and 12. 
To the firſt, we ſhall only ſay (for the pre! fent) that 

our readers will be able to form an idea of our ASV and 


AFFLUENT Circumſtances; and whether thoſe are very 
exa7, who affirm, that we are © better provided for than 
« Diflenting miniſters in general, and than moſt of the 
„ curates in the Eſtabliſhment in particular.“ As to 


the ſecond, we hope no temptation will happen to us, : 


but what is common to men; and we think it is not im- 
poſſible for a way to be opened for our eſcape. Suppoſe 
us to be deſtitute of every conſcientious principle, 
and to be the mereſt niRELINGs that ever exiſted ; yet, 

we apprehend, that while we have the eyes of ſo many 


of our MASTERS upon us, it will not be an eaſy thing to 
indulge our “ ſloth and wordly mindedneſs“ to any 


oreat exceſs, Perhaps it would not be diſagreeable to 
the authors of ſuch infinuations, to lay, in the way of 


thoſe who have rot as yet found “ itinerancy to place 
them in comparative eaſe and affluence,” a ſtrong 
B2 | : temptation. 
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temptation to bid you an adieu; and leave you with 
thoſe to whom “ itinerancy is far from being a ſacrifice 
„but a manifeſt promotion.“ Important advantages 
mięht arife from ſuch a circumſtance. As none would 
remain but thuſe who are dependant upon the people 
for their promotion; their love of eaſe and affluence, 
together with the horrible dread of being degraded to 
labouring mechanics again, would powerfully operate 
to make them obfſequivus, Ther, as clay in hands uf 
the potter, you might mould and faſhion them according 
TO YOUR PLEASURE, With reſpect to the third particu- 
jar, we do not wonder, that * the loweſt oder of the 
people find ſtrong temptations to commence itine- 


© rants,” ſo leng as they are taught to believe that the 
clear ſum of 107), 10s, per annum, is allowed a preacher 


for the maintenance of himſelf and his family. We 
alk, who'that loves money ean withſtand ſoch a tempe 
tation as this? But we entertain an opinion, that the ex- 
jlanation we have given, will rather weaken the power 
ef this temptation. We can aſſure all ſuch, of the loweſt 
order, that we do not enjoy fo many of the © god 
things of this life,” as they are taught to imagine. 
I; they can procure a bare ſufficiency, without any one 
»:bratdng them with it, they ought to be very thankful; 
tor it is more than maus of us ean boaſt of. But to diſ- 
miſs the ſabjet. The fact muſt be either, the q reachers 
lia ve more than a ſufliciency allowed them; or they have 
not. If any of our friends can maniteſt the former, we 
are very willing to be reduced. But we zre perſuaded, 


the more they {arch into the matter, the more they 


will be convinced of our se atfiuence, And ſhould 
| ; we 
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we be called upon, we pledge ourſelves to prove, that 
all things conſidered, our allowance is not even a ſuffi- 
ciency. We a{k then, is it handſome, or gentleman- 
like, to give us ov what we deſerve, and can demand 
as the hire of our labours; then ſmite us in the face !— 
treat us as a ſet of thieves! and advertiſe us to the 
world as a company of worldly-minded men? Put your 


HONORABLESELVES in our places, and get acquainted with 
the feelings that ſuch treatment will naturally produce. 


But here is an apology, ** We have no intention to 


„ inſinuate any thing againſt any map.“ While ve 


bave underſtanding to read and judge for ourſelves, 


(par ſon us for preſuming, ) we muſt declare, that your 


publication teems with inſinuations the moſt illiberal. 


To paſs over a great number, that may readily be de- 


eyphered, we will notice two that are too legible to be 
miſunderſtood. | 

I. That the preachers, in | general, are deſtitute of 
common capacity. | 

II. That they are wanting of common \ honeſty. 

iſt, That the preachers, in general, are void of com- 
mon capacity, is a {tiking feature of the paragraphs we 
have quoted. That they have not even a capacity to 
labour, and procure a ſufficient maintenance, is eaſily 
underſtood ; for BARELY FOOD AND RAIMENT, is com- 
* parative eaſe and affluence,” That they could ever 
have bettered their circumſtances, (like many who now 
ſtand on elevated ground, and manifeſt a pleaſure in 
beſpattering the poor itinerants,) muſt not even be ſap- 
poſed of ſuch conſummate blockheads; for a ſcanty 


maintenance is a ** MANIFEST PROMOTION” to them. 
BJ | 2d, That 
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2d, That the preachers are wanting of common ho- 
neſty, is the broad and open countenance of a rule, 
propoſed in the “ outlines of a conſtitution,” page 86. 


In the country places let (the quarterage) be ſent in 
by the leader to the circuit Rewards, if (the Reward of 


that ſociety) cannot attend himſelf, But every ſociety - 
that has a ſteward, ſhould urge him to attend, that 


every thing may be tranſacted to their advantage. 


If the preacher take it in,” obſerve, only to befriend 


the ſteward, and ſave him the trouble of attending him- 


ſelt, „ Jet him have a note from the leader, ſpecifying 
© the ſum to the circuit ſteward,” We aſk, with ſub- 
miſſion, ſuppoſe the ſociety ſteward ſhould attend him- 
elf, will it not be equally neceſſary for him to bring 
a note ſpecifying the ſum? You ſay nothing to this; ſo 
that we are left to infer, that any man may be truſted 
ſooner than a methodiſt preacher! O pitiful Legiſla- 
tion!!! The language of ſuch a rule is, Brethren and 


Friends be upon your guard, and act with caution 4 
for we ſuſpect the preachers as wanting even common 


 * honeſty. We dare not ſay, that there is a man among 


them that can ſafely be truſted with a ſhilling, We 


* adviſe you always to ſend your quarterage in to the 


© circuit ſteward, by ſome honeſt man, if poſſible, If 
« you cannot, do not entruſt a preacher with it, without 
' a note, ſpecifying the ſum, to put it out of his power 
to cheat you: for his word, as well as his honeſty, is not 


to be depended upon.” But “ honeſty never ſhrinks at re- 
* ſponfibility.“ No; nevertheleſs, it will ſpurn at ſuch 
illiberal repreſentations. * To prove the neceſſity of 


uch a law, we can produce inſtances where individuals 
5 e have 


I 19 J 
* have not attended to ſtrict honeſty.' Produce them 
without any further heſitation. Let the guiity anſwer 
for theinſelves, and let the innocent go free; and let us 
be aſhamed to immortalize our jealouſies by ſuch puerile 
ſtatutes. * But money is a great temptation to a poor 
man.“ We beſeech you lead us not into temptation ;. 


but keep your money out of our ſight. And if you will 


| hearken to our petition, we pray you never to truſt us 
with your money in any ſhape whatever: no; not even 
with a note ſpecitying the ſum. For as “ the love of 


money is the root of all evil,” which of you dare ſay, 


that men of ſuch principles will nut practice a forgery 


upon the note, by aitering the ſum, and by this artifice 


cheat the ſtewards after all!! We treat theſe inſinuations 
with-greater indignation, becauſe, as they ate ſtated to 
the public, they mult operate in a general way, For 


when it is given out, that there is a company of diſhoneſt _ 


men in a certain community, and theſe not identified; 


the public, being unable to diſtinguiſh the innocent from 
the guilty, will naturally be in doubt of every one; and 


in this way every itinerant will be ſuſpected i in his turn. = 
That the people ſhould have a voice in the appoint- 


ment of their ſtewards, and that they ſhould be ſatisfied 


with reſpect to the diſbur ſement of the money, will per- 


fectly agree with our ſentiments. But that we muſt be 


fo far ſuſpected of common honeſty, as not to be truſted, 
occaſionally, to bring in the quarterage; and that a rule 
ſhould be enacted to confirm and perpetuate the ſuſpi- 
cion, is a diſgrace that very few of us will look upon as 


being called to bear. The miſconduct of an individual 
(\uppoſing it poſſible to inſtance 2 * can have no o weight 


here; | 


„„ 
here; for all muſt ſee the injuſtice of ſuſpecting and 
treating the diſcif les of Chriſt as a ſet of diſhoneſt men, 


berauſe Judas was a thief, and had the bag. 
We do not much wonder that Mr. Suter ſhould ſo- 


lemnly declare, ©«1t ſuch a rule ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 


« he would leave the connection immediately.” The 
reaſons of ſach a determination we conceive to be nearly 


allied to the following queſtiovs. What ſatisfaction, or 


what proſpect of ſucceſs. can a miniſter have in labour- 


ing amonglt a people that violently ſuſpects his honeſty? 
And what hope can he entertain, that his fidelity ſhall 
obtain their credit when his word will not be taken for 


a ſhilling ? We do not heſitate to ſay, that the force of 
ſuch ſentiments will be felt by ſeveral others, in a degree 
equal to what Mr. S. did. And if ſuch circumſtances 


ſhould ever happen, we ſhall ſtill conſider it to be a vile 
and uncharitable repreſentation for any one to inſinuate, 
that ſuch preachers left the connection, becauſe they were 


not tolerated to ſell their horſes, and pocket the OE: EFF 
See A. Kilham's Trial, page 17. 
Although Mr. K. has faid much e the plan 


of diſburſement in the preacher's fund, we confeſs ve 
have not ſeen argument ſufficient to convince us, that 
it is, in all its parts, fo monſtrouſty inequitable as he de- 


clares it to be; nor can we ſee it deſerving of all that 
EXECRATION he has beſtowed upon it. 'The optional 


plan, which he ſo paſſionately contends for, will admit of 
many objections. Not to mention other objections, we 


mall only ſay that, 1ſt, It is liable, in moſt caſes, to diſ- 


Jſattyfattion on the part of the receiver; and 29, it is 


equally 
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equally liable to inequity on the part of the giver. A 
thought of Mr. Crowther's, upon this ſubject, is worthy 


of notice. If the annual allowance of ſuperannuated 


* preachers were to depend upon an annual repreſenta- 
tion of their circumſtances, they would, in many caſes, 
© be under ſtrong temptations, to dread the frowns, or 
court the ſmiles of every ſucceſſive aſſiſtant who ſhall 


© be ſent to the circuit where they reſide. Such a diſ- 
+ cretionary power would probably proauce 73:2 abus 


Www * 


in the diſtribution of the money, and bring more at- 


fliction upon individuzls than the preſent plan is ever 


© likely to do. Can it be leſs than cruelty for the ſuper» 


_ * annuated Heralds of the Goſpel, or their helpleſs and 


* diſconſolate widows, to be expoſed to the mercy or ca- 
price of perſons, whom they, perhaps, never knew till 
* they were rendered neceſſitous by age or bodily infir- 
* firmity?”. 

As we do not intend to enter into a minute inveſti- 
gation of the ſubje&, we will only ſuggeſt a thought or 


two, and then take our leave of it for the preſent. We 


are far from thinking the preſent rule of diſburſement 
incapabte of improvement ; nay, we think ſome amenda- 
tion ought to be made. Suppoſe a general rule (aamit- 
ting of proper exceptions) could be fixed upon, to ſtipu- 
late a ſufficient ſum far the ſupport of every neceſſwous 


claimant; whether they have travelled, as preachers in 
tall Connection, leſs or mare, to a certain number of 
years, If a preacher have travelled, and ſubſcribed for 

a courſe of years beyond that number, we aſk, ought 

he not to poſſeſs an advantage equivalent to his ſub- 


Heription ? That a preacher, who has ſubſcribed for a 
| number 
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number of years at the hazard of receiving nothing, ſhould 
have a chance in ratio to his ſubſeription: is not in our 
judgment to be looked upon as ſuch an ABOMINATION!! 
and we hope that even Mr. K. himſelf, will not, on ſe- 
| cond thoughts, call it either UNJUST OK UNREASONABLE. 
What we have now ſuggeſted will appear to ſtand on 
the two following principles: Mercy and Jusricx. 
Thoſe who have not travelled a ſufficient number of 
Fears, to give them a claim on tho re et beir ſub- 
icription, may look upon themſelves as relieved by the 
donation of our friends. The annual ſnbſcription of 
our friends may properly be conſidered in this view, as 
making up the deficiency of thoſe who could not on the 
ground of their o ſubſcription claim a ſufficiency. But 
_ thoſe who have ſubſcribed beyond a certain number of 
years, may be conſidered to have a juſt and equitable claim 
in ratio to their ſubſcription; and whatever may be 
given to the fund, by way of voluntary contribution, 
cannot affect their claim, while we lock upon it as 
ſtanding on the principles of Juſtice, 
| Several of the caſes that Mr. K. has Rated, prove no- 
thing but kis dexterity in exemplification. 
It is not becauſe Mr. K. has ſhewn his opinion, or that 
| he profeſſes himſelf to be a friend to RETORu, and urges 


the neceſſity of it with all his power, that we ſeem to be 


_ oppoſed to him; but becauſe of the random and ee 
manner in which he aids his profeſſion. 
The following IT: we think, 3 mature 
deliberation: 
uiſt, In what point of light ml Mr. K. be placed i in, 
to appear as an honorable man in the eyes of our friends. 
| in 


. —ͤ Orme 25 


- 
N 
1 * 


. 29 J 


in general, when he publicly accuſes preachers not iden- 
tied, and pledges hinfelt to {ubſtantiate the charges in 
conference? which to them may be confidered as private, 

Is it a matter-of no importance, to be able to diſtinguiſh 


and know whether a worthy or unworthy character mini- 
ſters to them ? | 


2d, What muſt be the embareaſſinent of conference 
on this head? Suppoſe he both identity and ſubſtan- 
tiate all he has pledged, and neither he, nor the confe- 
rence, acquaint the public with the particulars, will 
not the world be at liberty to conjecture that nine out 
of ten were guilty !! and that the matter was only 
| kuddled up for fear of an expoſure ? | 
3d, How are we to conſider him as a x friend to the 
Connection ? If he know of any miſdemeanor, ought 
he not immediately and poſitzvely to bring a charge againſt 
the offender, that he may be fairly tried, and either 
acquitted as a honeſt man, or diſmiſſed as a criminal ? 
Is it the part of a man, but eſpecially a PROorEssED 
Fxreny, to keep ſuch things as a reſerve, to enable him 
to ueBRAID and $STIGMATIZE the Connection in time to 
come? we further aſk, does Mr. K. pay a ſtrict atten- 
tion to that Goſpel rule, Matt. xviii. 15, &c. and are 
we to look upon his preſent conduct as the la ſtep 4 in 
that evangelical proceſs? and, ; 
4th, How far have the innocent a right to compli 1 7 
ſince many of his accuſations muſt operate in a general 
way; his aſſerting, that he believes the greater part of 
the preachers are honeſt, upright men, does not ſuffici- 
_ently relieve us: the innocent (as we have before ex- 
plained) muſt feel theraſelyes aggrieved, with being 


expoſed 
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expoſed to cruel ſuſpicions by his unthinking procedure. 
We aſk, as individuals, what have we done to deſerve 
ſuch a treatment? Is it reaſonable, that becauſe ſome- 
body has affronted him, and deſerves to be bored mugs 
the ear, we muſt all be ſerved in like inanner? | 

If Mr. K. and his co-adjutors be IVALLVY DETER=- 

MINED upon a ſeperation, there is no myſtery in their 
proceedings. But if they wiſh to unite the hearts of 
the preachers and people together, we are extremely 
ſorry that their pxUDENCE is not equal to the parity. of 
their deſ gn. 


jeſu Lord, we look to thee, | 
Let us in thy name agree: 

„ Shew thyſelf the Prince of Peace ; 
** Bid our jars for ever ceaſe.” 


FINIS. 


